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COMPARE 


Å North Star File Comparison Utility Program 


(C) 1980 by DYNACOMP, Inc 
Pittsford, NY 14534 


COMPARE is a utility software package which compares two North Star BASIC 
programs and displays the file sizes of the programs in bytes, the lengths in 
terms of the number of statement lines, and the line numbers at which differences 
occur. 


COMPARE permits the user to examine the various versions of his software, to 
verify which are the most current, and to clearly identify the changes made during 
development. Perhaps that "latest" version does not work as well because of that 
one particular change you made three weeks ago! Or, was that change really incor- 
porated? | 


COMPARE is very easy to use and requires only one disk drive. The first program 
is stored in RAM and the second on disk. The user is clearly and simply prompted 
for the type of comparison to be made. The simplest comparison is file size and 

the number of lines. The more complete comparison is line differences. Line 
differences are classified into five categories: 


1) Lines in the first program which are longer than those in the 
second. 


2) Lines in the second program which are longer than those in the 
first. 


3) Lines in the two programs which have equal lengths, but differ 
in some way. 


4) Lines contained in the first program, but which do not appear in 
the second. 


5) Lines contained in the second program, but which do not appear 
in the first. 


The operation of COMPARE requires two particular sets of actions on the part of 
the user. First, memory above BASIC must be reserved for the first file. This 
is done using the MEMSET command. "MEMSET 30000" is a good choice. When the 
program asks for where File#l is to be located in RAM, respond with MEMSET+1 (for 
example, 30001). 


Bo 


The second action required is related to the file "types". BASIC files are of 
"type" 2. However, for access, COMPARE requires the "types" to be altered to 3. 
Simply go to the DOS ("BYE"), and enter the three following commands: 


*TY <file#1 name> 3Cr? 


*TY <file#2 name> 3<cr) 
*JP 2A04 <cr) (for BASIC starting at 2A00) 
*JP 2D04 <cr> (for BASIC starting at 2000) 


You may then run COMPARE. When the program is finished, the "types" should be 
changed back to 2. 


Attached you will find a sample run which demonstrates the use of COMPARE. 


DYNACOMP believes you will find this software easy to use and a valuable addition 
to your program library. If you have any questions regarding this or other 
DYNACOMP products, please feel free to contact us. 
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AN EXAMPLE OF THE USE OF COMPARE FOR FILE COMPARISON 


MEMSET 30000 
REALY 

EYE 

KTY COMPARE 3 
KTY COMFAREC 3 
KJE 2404 

READY 

KUN 


NORTH STAR 
FILE COMPARISON 
UTILITY PROGRAM 


COPYRIGHT 1980 BY 


IYNACOME 
FeO. BOX 162 
WERSTER» NEW YORK 14880 


(714) S45- 7879 


«HIS FROGRAM COMFARES TWO 

BASIC FROGKAMS USING ONLY ONE 
DISK DRIVE. THE FIRST FROGKAM 
IS LOADED INTO MEMORY ABOVE 
BASIC. THE SECOND PROGRAM 
RESIDES ON THE PISK AND IS 
COMFARED WITH THE FIRST. BEFORE 
USING THIS PROGRAM, YOU MUST 
RESERVE SPACE IN YOUR COMPUTER 
USING THE ’MEMSET’ COMMAND. 
WHEN YOU ARE ASKED WHERE FILE 
IS TO BE FLACED: RESPOND WITH 
A VALUE ONE GREATER THAN USED 
WITH “MEMSET’. 

NOTE THAT BOTH FILES MUST 

BE OF TYFE 3. 


WHERE IS THE FIRST FILE TO BE 
STORED IN MEMORY CDECIMALIS 730001 


Va 
| 
| 


Set memory size to at least this level, 


Go to the DOS, 

Change the two BASIC files to be compared 
to type "ugn 

Return to BASIC (JP 2D04 for some systems). 


Run, We will be comparing the two programs 
provided on the COMPARE disk, COMPAREC is 
a highly compressed version of COMPARE. 
Use COMPAREC for comparisons since it is 
faster. COMPARE Is provided for those who 
wish to understand how the program works, 


WHAT IS THE NAME OF THAT FILE TCOMFARE 


IS THAT FILE READY TO BE LOADED?Y 


COMPARE If 4447 BYTES LONG 
AND CONTAINS 241 LINES. 


Any response is sufficient. 


The first file is loaded and the coded is 
deciphered as to where lines start and stop. 


rn 


WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE 
SECOND FILE? ?COMFAREC 


18 THIS FILE READY TO LOADTY 


UOMPAREC IS 2980 BYTES LONG 
AND CONTAINS 25 LINES. 


DO YOU WISH A FULL COMPARISON: 


THE COMPARISON RESULTS ARE 
PRINTED IN TABULAR FORM, 

THE FIRST COLUMN SHOWS THE 
LINES IN COMPARE WHICH 

ARE LONGER THAN THEIR COUNTER- 
"ARTS IN COMFAREOC, 

THE SECOND COLUMN SHOWS THE 
LINES IN COMFAREC WHICH 

ARE LONGER THAN THEIR COUNTER- 
"ARTS IN COMPARE. 

THE THIRD COLUMN SHOWS LINES 
WHICH ARE THE SAME LENGTH» BUT 
QIFFER IN SOME WAY. 

THE FOURTH COLUMN SHOWS THE 
LINES IN COMPARE WHICH 00 NOT 
AFFEAR IN COMFAREC. 


THE LAST COLUMN SHOWS THE LINES 
WHICH APPEAR IN COMPAREC BUT DO 


NOT AFFEAR IN COMPARE. 
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Similarly the second file is examined, but 
not actually stored in RAM, 


A full comparison consists of a line by line 
analysis of the differences, 


Since COMPAREC is a compressed version of 
COMPARE, many lines have been concatenated, 


And so on es oe 


